MELANIE  HIRIS PO BOX 1024 Albany NY 12201.E:Mhiris@yahoo.com  
Experience 

Landscape Architectural Designer. Planner. Environmentalist . Consultant.                                               PO Box 100 Prides Crossing, MA 01965 1/2007- 5/2015 

Provide sustainable Planning practices and Landscape Architectural Designs including multi-landuse(30%), Environmental (green)infrastructure, intermodal transportation systems(30%) and assessments of Environmental Impact Studies (EIS)(25%) and Final(FEIS) )(5%)  including resource protection(10%) I provide increased landuse densities, closed energy & stormwater management systems and protection of vital natural resources in order to sustain our communities. I provide organized, common sense solutions to extreme climate change challenges to structures and sites. I’ve updated policies, regulations, BMP and use creative technological canvases to distribute information necessary for Public municipalities(5%). Introduced “accumulative effects” to MA (310 CMR 10) Wetlands Protection Act and sustained State budgets for Open Space and Statewide water protection. Technical advisor for stormwater management and created “Emergency Website links” in 2011 for Town of  Beverly, MA “Climate Change” issues utilized by current presidential Administration on www.Data.gov/climate. (eg. UCAR, FEMA & NOAA) Advocate in NY & MA legislations for Planning & Environmental issues in water supply, stormwater management and Open space protection. Lecture on Planning and Environmental Issues Population Overload vs. Resource Limitations (work varies from project/project)
Planner. Conservation Administrator .  Town of Braintree                                                   Braintree, MA 3/2004-12/2006                                                                                                                   
Administrate Federal, State and Local Bylaws, ordinances, policies and regulations including the Wetlands Protection Act (Ch.131s.40) Stormwater Management Policy and Local Wetlands Bylaw (Art.31) (45%). Provided Land Use Management Plan, planning initiatives, design traffic layout and land use (22%). Managed full environmental remediation response for intercouncil townships of Braintree and Quincy ForeRiver Naval Base.(20%). Successfully secured grants and response calls including monitoring large sites (13%)
Planner. Conservation Administrator.  Town of Natick                                                                  Town of Natick, MA 2/2000-12/2003

Administrator of Federal/State/Local ordinances, Bylaws, laws and regulations in Conservation Administration and project implementation in subdivision, site plan & ANR review (67%). Successfully secured approximately $1 million in combined grant money. Initiated update Open Space Plan(20%).  and Historic Housing and staff to the Open Space Committee & provide environmental initiatives .I'm an active participant in changing State regulations in MA; eg.310 CMR 10.00. Ideas such as "accumulative effects" that were incorporated in the new leglislation. Landuse managment, traffic impacts, wetlands, stormwater managment, Historical Landscapes/structures. Maintained and managed landfill coverted into a golf course over the years and conducted remediation of small spills on site plans (hotels) and sport facilities. (13%).
Landscape Architect. Department of Transportation                                                        Albany NY. 2/1990-5/1999 

Provided technical information to Engineers, Planners and Landscape Architects in 11 NY regions(22%). Areas of Specialty include bicycle/pedestrian design standards including ADA regulations, Chapter 18 of the State Highway Design Manual(45%). land FHWA research paper titled Standards for Noise Barriers Using Recycled Plastic Lumber. I was Project Manager/Coordinator for I-90/I-87, Exit 24 Major Landscape Capital Project which included organizing several municipalities, Thruway Authority and the Nature Conservancy(67%).I coordinated with various department divisions for review and preparation of Landscape Architectural Memos and analyzed projects for Memos, Special Specs, Engineer Instructions and reports(13%). Upon request from the regions, review of plant material and estimates were conducted. Lastly, review of various designs to comply with Federal and State regulations were periodic. (20%)  
City Planner, City of Albany                                                                                                                                        Albany NY. 7/1986-12/1989 

I updated and re-organized the City’s Sign Ordinance, working with the City’s Attorney on legal issues as well as establishing zones for different sign types depended on the traffic-type use. I designed three different parks along the Hudson River for the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) working with DOS. I researched information regarding the cost effectiveness of train/metro implemented and improvements to waste facilities. I attended legislative hearings for the Environmental Quality Bond Act (EQBA) to help organize the information for City use.
I put together the City’s 1st data base for all Departments including recommendations for the Planning Department computer hardware and software program use. Staff to the Citywide Masterplan and assisted Historic Planner C.Sweet on various projects in site plan review. 

Education   
                                                                                                                                                  SUNY Albany.     MBA, Business, Not complete. 
1995-1999                                                 Syracuse U/ESF  BLA, Landscape Architecture  
        1986                                                                SUNY Cobleskill. AAS, Associates in Applied Science     1983
Professional Organizations & Associations:

Women Transportation Symposium (WTS),Transportation Symposium (FHWA)- Member & Organizer on "Visualization section", American Society of Landscape Architects (Juror) ,American Planning Association (APA), New York Governor’s Task Force, Pedestrians. Engineers. (HAF) Historical Society of Albany and Saratoga. Watershed memberships
Skills:

( Grant Writing 

( Powerpoint


( social media/websites

( MacDraw /MacDraft
( Quattro-pro/ Excel

( Powerpoint

  
( Wordperfect

( AutoCAD14


(Microstation     
           ( Coordinator/Lecture
( Drainage and Grading
( Draincalc


( Reports/Analysis 
( Regulations


(Wetland Identification


( Environmental Impact Statements
